
It was with substantial regret 
that our Board of Directors recently 
accepted the resignation of Tom 
Jenkins, a long-time member of 
our Club. Tom, a successful realtor 
here in Hood River with ReMAX, is 
moving to northern Washington with 
his wife this spring. Although Tom 
will remain active as a realtor locally 
through the winter and into the early 
spring, he has begun his transition 
and has resigned from the Club. 

As long-standing members in the Club will attest, Tom 
has been a major contributor since joining our Club in 1998. In 
particular, Tom was the prime mover behind the Club’s “Kids’ 
Christmas” party for the last decade and beyond. Through the 
annual Christmas party, Tom and the Club helped contribute to 
a better Christmas for local kindergarteners, first graders and 
second graders. Through “Kids’ Christmas” over the years, Tom 
coordinated hundreds upon hundreds of Christmas gifts to go home 
with young students, all in a way that drew no attention among the 
children to actual or perceived socioeconomic differences, and in 
way that also facilitated supplemental holiday food assistance to 
needy families. Tom shaped the program into what it is today and 
what it will be for years to come. The “Kids Christmas” party is a 
significant, joyful undertaking each year and marks a substantial 
point of local giving, celebration and intergenerational fellowship 
for our entire Club.

Tom will be sorely missed. We are thankful that Tom’s 
Christmas protégé, Branden Buel, will be taking the reins going 
forward. We wish Tom the best in his new endeavors as we mark 
his significant contribution to our Club and its missions.

  Erick Haynie, President

Programs   
Stephanie Hoppe - Chair - shoppe@cgcc.edu

10/5 Matter Apparel - Lacy Kirkland
10/12 CGCC - Dr. Eric Studebaker and Lori Ufford
10/19 Rotary Peace-Building - Dan Sockle
10/26 District Governor - Renee Campbell

11/2 Health Care System - Bob Florek
11/9 U.S. Ski Team - AJ Kitt
11/16 Six Rivers Mediation - Marti Dane
11/23 Pilgrimages - Thomas Turquais
11/30 Circle of Peace - Arif Humayun
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10/5 Riverside Church
10/11 Board Meeting 
10/12 Gorge Room
10/19 CG Hotel
10/26 Gorge Room

11/2 Gorge Room
11/8 Board Meeting 
11/9 CG Hotel
11/16 CG Hotel
11/23 Thanksgiving
11/30 CG Hotel

Meeting Schedule

Weekly Greeters  Maui Meyer, Chair 
October 5 - Ben Sheppard and Craig Sheppard.
October 12 - Jean Sheppard and Bob Sharkey
October 19 - Bill Sheppard and Clay Simon
October 26 - David Simon and Jason Smith

Remember that greeters should make every effort to greet and make,  
par tic u lar ly un ac com pa nied, NEW and visiting Rotarians and guests 
feel at home. If possible in tro duce them to another arriving member 
and/or take them through the lunch line and introduce them to a table 
of members.

Fellowship Meetings  April Abernathy - Chair  
A heartfelt thank you to Gordy Sato for his wonderful work as 
Fellowship Chair. Gordy is passing the baton to April Abernethy 
starting in October. Due to the Eagle Creek fire tourism dropped 
dramatically in Hood River right after Labor Day. What better way 
to support our businesses than to get out there and enjoy them! So for 
October and November we will be hosting 2 fellowship events each 
month as a way to help. 

October 11th, Sixth Street Bistro starting at 5:00pm
October 25th, Solstice starting at 5:00pm

Come have a drink or grab dinner while getting to know your 
fellow Rotarians. If you have an favorite spots that you’d like us 
to visit please contact April at april.abernethy@gmail.com or 
call/text 541-399-5005

Rotary Action Group for Peace  
Steve Schmidt
Our Peacebuilder Committee thought it might be thought
provoking to include a link to the latest Peace Science
Digest – Volume 2, Issue 4 into this month’s newsletter. 
Read it here (http://communication.warpreventioninitiative.
org/volume-2-issue-4/)
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David Shepard, please call your sister in law, Kristin Bell, 
and tell we all thank her for being a Rotary Ambassador. 
Click here for video

And while we are at it we should thank Emmy Award 
winning actress Archie Panjabi for her efforts to fight 
Polio on behalf of Rotary Click here for video

Rotary Moment Chris Strader

Deputy Anderson’s Service
If you are interested in volunteering to help 
with ushering, parking and clean-up for Deputy 
Anderson’s memorial service (rescheduled to 
Sunday, October 15), please let me know.  Please 
recall that the Sheriff’s Department reached out to 
our Club for assistance. We are starting a brand new 
list of volunteers because of the scheduling, so if you 
signed up previously, please sign up again.

FISH Food Drive 
Our FISH food drive item for the month of April is 
Canned Vegetables and we are collecting pet food 
donations as well. Please watch out for those expiration 
dates. Please bring your donation(s) to any of our 
meetings this month. (Okay to donate more than once.) 
Also, FISH is always in need of grocery bags.

Auction Schedule  Erick Haynie, Chair

10/5    John Kasberger
10/12   Ron Kurahara
10/19   Jared Langford
10/26   Jim Laraway

11/2 Scott Keillor
11/9 Jon Laraway
11/16 Chelsea Marr
11/23 Thanksgiving
11/30 David Martin
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